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Gujarat Lions will look to
bounce back from their
heaviest defeat this sea-

son as they take on Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) in the
Indian Premier League (IPL)
game here on Thursday.

Regular captain Suresh
Raina will be back for the tie at
the Green Park stadium to
boost the team’s confidence
after skipping the Royal
Challengers Bangalore match
to be alongside his pregnant
wife who gave birth to a daugh-
ter recently. It was Raina’s first
IPL match missed since 2008.

On the contrary the
Knight’s may have to go into
this game without their star all
rounder Andre Russell who
suffered a hamstring pull in the
last game.

KKR have 7 wins from 12
outings so far and if they grab
all two points against Gujarat
they will be almost sure of a
play-off spot. The Lions also
have as many wins as KKR but
they have a lesser net run-rate.

Both teams come into the
encounter after being battered
by the Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB). First it was
the Lions who faced the wrath
of the Virat Kohli led side suf-
fering a humiliating 144-run
defeat last Saturday.

Twin centuries  f rom
Kohli and AB de Villiers
helped their
side reach a
m a m m o t h
248/3 and then
RCB bowled
Gujarat out for
a paltry 104.
KKR were
then handed a
9-wicket thrashing.

Gujarat know they have to
pull up their socks in the next
tie. Raina’s return can be a boon

for the home side as he has
been prolific over the last nine
seasons of the league.

And if the likes of Brendon
M c c u l l u m ,
Dwayne Smith
and Aaron
Finch fire, the
rival bowlers
will have a
tough time.
The last time
these two sides

had met at the Eden Gardens,
the Lions had come out on top
and it will be interesting to see
what Gautam Gambhir will do

to turn the tables this time
around.

The home side might look
to get in Dale Steyn and James
Faulkner in the side to
strengthen their bowling. The
wily fast bowlers might prove
to be handy against the in form
KKR batsmen. The Knights
have suffered problems in their
top order but they have been
able to put healthy totals on the
board frequently.

They will want middle
order batsman Yusuf Pathan to
fire if they are to score heavily.
However, the void left by Russell

may be difficult to fill. Spinners
have been the main weapon of
the Knights this season but the
Green Park strip may not offer
much to the likes of Piyush
Chawla and Sunil Narine.

Squads
Kolkata Knight Riders:
Gautam Gambhir (captain),
Robin Uthappa, Manish
Pandey, Yusuf Pathan,
Suryakumar Yadav, Shakib Al
Hasan, Piyush Chawla, Sunil
Narine, Ankit Rajpoot, Morne
Morkel, Chris Lynn, Colin
Munro, Brad Hogg, Shaun Tait,
Jason Holder, Umesh Yadav,

Sheldon Jackson, Jaydev
Unadkat and Rajagopal
Sathish; Gujarat Lions: Suresh
Raina (captain), Dwayne
Smith, Brendon McCullum,
Aaron Finch, Dinesh Karthik,
Ravindra Jadeja, Dale Steyn,
James Faulkner, Ishan Kishan,
Praveen Kumar, Dhawal
Kulkarni, Shivil Kaushik,
Dwayne Bravo, Sarabjit Ladda,
Amit Mishra, Akashdeep Nath,
Paras Dogra, Eklavya Dwivedi,
Shadab Jakati, Pradeep
Sangwan, Jaydev Shah, Umang
Sharma, Pravin Tambe,
Andrew Tye.
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Virat Kohli battled immense physi-
cal pain to script yet another mag-

nificent century to power Royal
Challengers Bangalore to an imposing
211 for 3 against bottom-placed Kings
XI Punjab in a rain-truncated IPL
clash here on Wednesday.

Kohli (113 off 50 balls) notched up
his fourth century in the ongoing IPL
season and also became the only bats-
man to score more than 800 runs in a
single edition. His tally stands at 865
runs from 13 matches.

The RCB skipper blasted 12 fours
and eight sixes as he piled 96 runs in 20
scoring strokes, while his opening part-
ner Chris Gayle smashed a scintillating
32-ball 73 with the help of four bound-
aries and eight sixes.

The duo butchered the Kings XI
Punjab bowlers with a whirlwind 147-

run opening stand to lay the foundation
for a huge score.

Earlier, with heavy rain delaying the

start, the match was reduced to a 15-
over affair and Kings XI Punjab skip-
per Murali Vijay won the toss and elect-

ed to bowl.
The RCB skipper reached his fifty

in 28 balls and alongwith Gayle brought
up the team hundred in 8.5 overs at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium.

Gayle reached his 50 off 26 balls in
the ninth over with the help of a flat six
off Axar Patel over deep midwicket.
However, he was dismissed in the 11th
over when  he was caught by David
Miller at long-off.

Four balls later, AB de villiers (0) was
sent back to the pavillion by Kyle Abbott
when the South African was trying to
make room to play a shot only to end up
dragging it back onto the stumps.

In the 14th over, Kohli blasted
Sharma for a six and a four before
another attempt to sent him out of the
park ended with a mishit, which was
safely caught by Miller at long-off. 

At the time of going into print,
KXIP were 85/7 chasing 212 to win.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday averted a pos-

sible threat to the elevation of
BJP MP Anurag Thakur (in
pic) as chief of Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) by refusing to hear a
petition to stall the election
scheduled on Sunday.

Thakur, who is a BJP MP
from Hamirpur is tipped to
become the BCCI chief after the
exit of Shashank Manohar who
recently stepped down. But
challenging his elevation from
Secretary to President, Cricket
Association of Bihar came com-
plaining to the apex court alleg-
ing that Thakur was unfit for
the top cricketing post due to
a pending criminal charge
accusing him of encroaching
land for purpose of cricket sta-
dium at Dharamsala in HP. 

The Vacation Bench of
Justices Abhay Manohar Sapre
and Ashok Bhushan refused to
entertain the urgent request by
CAB counsel suggesting that the
matter should be heard by the
special bench headed by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) TS Thakur,
which is seized of the case
relating to reforms in BCCI. The
order came as a relief to Thakur
as the special bench comprising
CJI and Justice FM Ibrahim
Kalifulla is likely to be constitut-
ed only after the Court reopens
by June-end. 

CAB in its  petit ion
informed the Court that
Thakur’s elevation would go
contrary to the reforms pro-
posed by the Justice RM
Lodha Committee to Reform
BCCI which specifically bars
charge-sheeted persons from
assuming top post in BCCI.
The petition cited details of a
case of cheating and misap-
propriation filed in August
2013 by the State Anti-
Corruption Bureau against
Thakur as head of the
Himachal Pradesh Cricket
Association (HPCA). 

The case related to irregu-
larities in allotment of land for
construction of a residential
complex for cricket players sit-
uated three kilometers from
Dharamsala stadium. However,
the land was allegedly used to
build a five star hotel. Presently,
the Supreme Court has stayed
trial proceedings in the case
involving charges under IPC and
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The stay came on Thakur’s
petition alleging vendetta
against him by the state Chief
Minister Virbhadra Singh who
is his political bête noire.
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Kaushal Silva has urged Sri Lanka to fill the
void left by Mahela Jayawardene and Kumar

Sangakkara when they return to the scene of one
their greatest triumphs for the first Test against
England at Headingley on Thursday.

Two years ago, Yorkshire’s headquarters
ground was the stage where Sri Lanka clinched
a dramatic victory off the penultimate ball to
secure their first Test series win in England.

But their first tour of England since that cam-
paign sees them without Sangakkara and Mahela,
both now retired from international duty.

“We did well here,” said Silva, an opening
batsman who played in that victorious 2013
team, at Headingley on Tuesday.

“We were thrilled with that, but this is a new
series. Sanga and Mahela have left now. So it’s
time for all these youngsters to take their respon-
sibility and do their jobs.

“We need to make sure we put up at least
300 ... To put ourselves in the game.”

Sri Lanka will also be without injured pace-
man Dhammika Prasad, whose five second-
innings wickets played a key role in the tourists’
2014 victory at Headingley.

“He is one of the key bowlers, and obvious-
ly we’ll miss him,” said Silva ahead of the three-
Test series.

“But we have other very talented bowlers,”
he added of an attack that also includes Suranga
Lakmal and Nuwan Pradeep, as well as the
decidedly sharp Dushmantha Chameera.

Sri Lanka will again be captained by Angelo
Mathews, with the all-rounder’s excellent hun-
dred paving the way for their success at
Headingley two years ago.

The once feared pitch at Headingley, in Leeds,

northern England, is now generally a good sur-
face to bat on, albeit one with pace and bounce,
and overhead conditions largely determine how
much assistance a seam attack will receive.

Yorkshire coach Jason Gillespie said it was
important bowlers avoided a “pretty length”.

“Sometimes if fast bowlers see the ball
whizzing through to the keeper at chest height
a bit of ego then comes into play,” the former
Australia quick told the Sunday Times.

“It is that ‘pretty length’. It looks good but
is it actually challenging the batsmen and
putting him under pressure?”

Hampshire batsman James Vince is set to
make his Test bow, following the enforced retire-
ment of James Taylor with a heart condition, in
a batting line-up featuring Joe Root — recent-
ly crowned England’s player of the year in all for-
mats — and Yorkshire colleague Jonny Bairstow.

England captain Alastair Cook needs just 36
more runs to become the first Englishman to
reach 10,000 in Tests.

By contrast, Alex Hales, Cook’s opening
partner, and number three Nick Compton
both go into the match badly needing rather larg-
er scores to cement their places.

“There is a bit of revenge to be had,” said
Broad, reflecting on a 2014 series which saw
Cook, severely criticised for tactical naivety, con-
template resigning the England captaincy after
the Headingley defeat by Sri Lanka.

“It was quite an emotional series, it really
hurt us as a team to lose in our own conditions.”

Today’s match is set to break fresh ground
by being the first in men’s cricket where a new
points system, modelled on the one used by
England and Australia for the women’s Ashes,
will be employed.

In a bid to provide further “context”, the
results of all the international fixtures this sea-
son between England and Sri Lanka will be put
together to produce an overall winner.
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Sri Lanka will pay tribute to all those who

have lost their lives in landslides that have rocked
the nation when they face England today.

Rescue workers on Wednesday recovered
the bodies of 17 villagers buried in landslides
in Sri Lanka after three days of torrential rain.

The disaster hit two small villages in
Kegalle, and takes the overall death toll from
flooding and landslides in recent days to 36.
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